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What are gender pronouns? As described by University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, a pronoun
is a word that refers to either the people talking (I or you) or someone or something that is being
talked about (like she, it, them, and this). Gender pronouns (he/she/they/ze etc.) specifically refer
to people that you are talking about. When referring to people, respecting pronouns is equivalent
to respecting someone's name.

Recognizing peer and student pronouns is important in any setting and helps foster a sense of be-
longing. While it can be tough to remember pronouns at first, the best solution is to practice! Cor-
rect pronoun use is an easy step toward showing respect for people of every gender. If you incor-
rectly use someone’s pronouns, apologize, correct, and continue the conversation, keeping in mind
that individuals may change their pronouns without changing their name, appearance, or gender
identity. Remember, sharing pronouns has a positive impact for everyone.

Below are several suggestions to help you reflect about your use of pronouns and
increase understanding of their importance.

(1) Some questions to aid in
thinking about pronouns and
opening a future conversation
about gender:

*  Where do you share your pro-
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How might putting your pronouns
in different places affect or hurt
you?

How often do you use other . . .
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T e Elliot Page is a transgender male who uses he/they. We encour-
age our CCl community to think about gender pronouns both
inside and outside the classroom.

panelists pronouns, too.

Additional Resources
Check out PronounsDay.org, MyPronouns.org, and
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https://pronounsday.org/resources
https://www.mypronouns.org
http://pronoun.is/all-pronouns
https://uwm.edu/lgbtrc/support/gender-pronouns/
https://www.swarthmore.edu/sites/default/files/assets/documents/lgbtq/gender-pronouns%20%281%29.pdf
https://drexel.edu/identity/web/email-signatures/
https://drexelcci.info/zoom

